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Hermann Schwann 
Agronomist 
Eergish Gladbach 
February 20, i960 



Chairman of the German-China Society 
Esplanade Ho 6a 
Hamburg 3 6 



Dear Sirs, 

I herewith resign as Deputy Chairman of the German-China Society 
because of the following reasons: 

1* For many months I have been negotiating with the Finance Office for 
a favorable treatment of my activity for the improvement of relationship 
between the People 1 * Republic of China and the German Federal Republic as 
far as taxes are concerned, since I have had a considerable amount of 
expenses. My own financial circumstances allow me to bear the constant 
expenses (like trips to China, receptions in Leipzing, Munich, Dusseldorf, 
trips to Bern, Berlin, etc.) only if I receive relief in payment of taxes. 
If the German government, however, considers n*y non-profit activities Tor 
the sake of the general Interest as expenses of a cotnnercial enterprise or 
alike, I am unable to accept such "penalty", and I can not prevent the 
deteriation of the economic relationship between China and West Germany. 
(Exports decreased from 682 million in 1958 to 1*00 million in 1959) 

2. The second important reason is based on the fact that my recommendations 
for the improvement of relationship between the two countries found no 
approval by the Board of Directors of the German-China Society. 

I recommended in 195^ aB well as in 1959 that a reception be given for 
the Chinese delegation, led by a Chinese Minister, visiting the Leipzig Fair, 
i was told unofficially that this year's delegation would be headed by a 
leading political personality from Peiping (possibly even by Mao Tse tung). 

X submitted detailed proposals concerning a circular letter for all 
West -German firms which will have an exhibition at Leipzig as well as a 
catalogue of these firms (300). I pointed out that this would constitute 
a first-rate political move in view of West Germany's isolation and a one- 
time opportunity for the German-China Society in West Germany. 

The Board of Directors rejected my recommendations and regarded my 
proposed approach to the companies as an unworthly begging action. Two 
weeks later I found out by chance that one company alone was prepared to 
make 4,000 DM available, a sum which I considered necessary for this kind 



■> 





DECLASS I F I ED AND RELEASED BY - 
CENTR U INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
SOURCES METHODS EXEMP T ION 3B2B 
NAZI MAR CR IMES D I S CLOSU RE AC1 
BATE 2005 



of reception* I investigated this further and vae told that the time 
for preparing such an undertaking has becoue too short. I would like 
to add thatj if a firm spends 10,000 DM or more for its exhibition in 
Leipzig, another 100 or 200 DM would have meant little. 

In view of this one-time chance for a large-scale advertisement for 
our Society and after having received concurrence by the first chairman, 

I was convinced that my proposal would be approved by the Board of 
Directors. I talked with the Chinese Ambassador in Berlin about my pro- 
posal without committing myself. He expressed his regret that we missed 
again our opportunity this year as we did in 1959* Because of the nega- 
tive attitude of the Board concerning my recommendation, I have no other 
alternative but to turn in my resignation. 

3 . In view of the political development, I recommend that the composition 
of the Board be reviewed thoroughly and speedily. I did not agree at the 
beginning and I an now convinced more than ever that the leadership of our 
Society should not consist of outright non- conformists. Moreover, we have 
not succeeded in establishing a well representative and politically neutral 
leadership. It seems to be logical that the majority of our friends does 
not adhere to the official political attitude. It is similarly clear that 

a lesa politically oriented leadership might be more successful in obtaining 
funds and consequently be more active. This is the third reason for my 
resignation. The cause should not suffer because of personal reasons. If 
I resign now as deputy chairman, I hope that a vivid discussion concerning 
toe leadership of the Society will soon take place at a general meeting. I 
would like to add that I gladly participate in the Board or Council as an 
ordinary member. 

4. I shall explain my resignation to my Chinese friends as a result of 
overwork. I selected this time for my resignation because I was asked to 
have in March private conversation with Chinese representatives which I 
want to avoid since the Board apparently has a different opinion concerning 
the future of the Society. 



Sincerely yours. 



Hermann Schwann 
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Selir -geeh-rbe Damen* tufa. H err en** y * ■ ^1. ‘ . y’ 

■’ • ■ . i .. j , * - . 1 7 “ . ‘ • • r. * *«» • ?•. 

•.Hiermit lege idh nain Amt als alTellT^Tar tfftietnj** der. DOG nieder* 
Als BegrtlndThag J *fUr didsbn iSsitfi’W-cdarf ■'.idh •'feigeodoe anftlhrent 

* -"’Vr \: Vst* vV : -t« ;r-.f- 

1.) 8eit Honaten befinde ich mioh nit meinea Pinanzajirt In Verhdxid- 
lungen darUber , ob die mix in me in ex T&tigkeit -zur Yerbesserung 
.der Beziehnngeh zwiedhcMk deer Tolkaxapublik: Chiha iud^ der Bundes- - 
rep’ihlik-Deutsdhiand erwacfcs enen f salir erhebliohen tfnkosten steuer- 
bb-iindtlgt 'beHanddlt warden 3k Unnen v6der *nicbt #Keine*. Einkommensver- 
‘ hgltnisse sidd- ao t daB ioh^dte rannir b±sher -fe*n tlnd selbstver- « 
stSndlich gerbragenen Bahostea(i^e 'OMxiareisefBapfhzige in Leipzig, 
IMchenjDUsseldorfjAufclandareiShri h*oh B era iUnd _H e i e en mob Berlin: 
•tisw f u&v f Jnur dann ^veianlrtortenvk^iidfwenii ±h±e . btOuarsohonende Be- *' 
handluBg' elbhe* gestellt- 1st ; tena man :in der BunddA^epublik seine •; 
fern jeaen persdAlichen Gewinnstrebtes liegende und.ax ssohliefllieh 
flaf-die Inter ee sen der Allgeae ihhe it. anhgerlclxtetp'istlgkelt aber.i 
'Anders bOwert steals die UnJcogten'z.B.Jrgendeittea-'HAndelstintexneh-* i 
: ;mend # dann ye^aag ^lch- dieee "Beatrafinig’ftix ab±ne*-Afcbeit nicht 4 
•dtif ftioh zn- f nehinen*und .dann.yeriag. iehc'Ton : ndLr Apmauch nicht s 
’mehr d&gegeh su tun,da8 z A auoh die Wirt sohafisbeziehungen zwi- 
*sbher : China'inid- der BAndemrepnbliV Blot wleder. ire iter versehleoh- 
• tern(Eipdrt von 682 JtiUionen in': Jatoe- 1958:.zuxblokgegangen auf * 

4 00 Mllib&eft-in Jahrb;l959)v‘ “ *: t > u.» w • 

f "!'* : y* • **'. - w ««. sc /;.-•# . •; 

12, jDer^'z^elte fl^r ' fetch wesentliehexe totnd aberrliegt in der Tat- 
daefee^dafi mMne-Vorebhldge znr .VerbeflBertcng: d^r :Beziehungen zvienh 
eclvehdbn beidm^X&ndbrn inner halb:* dee Tor stand eiar BJbx BCG selbst 
keine Zustixnmung gefunden haben. . . r .. 

Iqh liatto friihzeitig verge aohlagen r in diesem Jain:, vie im Jahre 
1956 .gelVgentlloh'. der 'Ibipziger j M eaee » dear deorfc t anweaenden ohine- 
eibchen- Kesbedilegallpa cmte^ Etlhrnng. elnee^Kiniaters einen Bmp- 
fan^zu gbbettj^Kdoh'inir Inewieohen geeordenea^ inoCfiasiellen Ia- 
forsati«nen leonnte -man- In dlebem ^ah^ u Yla»lt.TejjhntoidaB dieses 
iSal^einer dot ftlhrendea" ^olitleehen Persdnllehkeiten ^tis Peking 
(vielle »ht-' ¥ofar »slo* I'se- tangO in-XeiViig-' sein*; wiirlen* 

Ich hatte sehr-Aetailllerte Yeci&hliifee-geciaehtieinfea Ruadsohrei- 
benrohentwurf an die in Leipzig aasstellendbn westde*.rtoohen Pir- 
men und einen ^elpg^^sor^lrwnretTO 3oo) Ubersandt. Ich. hatte ‘* 
darauf hingewiesen^daJT es sion bel aiesem Empfang angesiohts der 
immer welter um sich grbifeiiden Isoliertmg der Bundesrepublik am 
ein Politikum .arsten %2g®Stgloiphzeitig aber axach tua sine ein- 
malige Gelegenlig^g.1., die BCG in der Bundesrepublik hand e In 

Der Yorstond'^frt 1 keltfe \^prschlhge vervrorfen und das von mir vox-. f : 



Der yorstand^l&t 1 uielA \^prschlMge vervrorfen und das von mir vox-^yi 
gesohlageae Herantreten .an’ die Pirmen als eine der DCG unwUrdige' $] 
Bettelaktion angesehen # Xeider erst zi^ei 7/ochen nach dieser Ab- yl 
lehnung hbrte ich rein zufMllig, da£ edn Konzern allein bereit , 
gewesen ^re,die von mir t$x dies'en Smpfsing als notwendig eraoh- v J 
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toten 4 
: Bohavfc no/ 

v:eil x aa -r ^ — ^ , _ 

f*ix e.ir derorti^os u liter rehMon inprv/ise^en 7u Inixfi gcvrrden &el»-. 

7\: der JLuffaesuns ttber f, 2c-t9l , briefe M nux ein V/ori: Von?) eine ein- ; 
7^1ro Firm - * fMr die Aueetelliing in Xeipaig 1o ooo#-BH uni , 1 

o n Tiel'faehes davon nns£;ibt . dann ppiele.n die von mix von dem <l£ :: 
einr.oT^en Auo'steller ^rwnxtoten -2oo#- Oder loo.-'W tiberhaupt keine..; 

Hclle, — * r. • »»* 

no. ich f.n^erio'-'ts der .einnaiiceiii'^Xaiftoe \e4ner ,^oitati£ic© n Werbung ^ 
•T-r ’Tise^e r *o sell 4 ~v? des rir "^ereits ^bermitte^ten "^inver— ..^j 
<•+* ? * ^ r 1 a «? i»q dee f‘ r, r'.' 0 ? Trzo^ t or ^**1$ i t’ o n ^TreiiTel 




"U .7* '.IJ.T "7 o 1 * * « A, ^ni.Viwn rr.> 

••^..1 01^,9 jr£.erd^pln^e Zas$$e?* ^ftqprQflhen^Ici habe de.bei 

caI*: jpr 0 **<»*• *^cdauer T% / ' d " ^ * o n tellt|dn. wir 1?f>9 die *^i ed ex^ 0 ? '"-yip 




tv. r.i eker-. 

» *• • \ ■ .. ' n. :/.. **.*'*- t* . r . " - - ' 

3/)* Tutor resonderex l^or'iekaiobtigypg aer rojjtiscben ISntwi cklun£ 
.emp-feble.ich .se^r or^sthaft ••S'er die ;Zus^)5aer)95ir7r|in^. des Toro tan- . 
-dee* nns9rer;Gcselloc0!»^:;Pebr^ld '.nTMi^s#>n:_^ynAilpb an brreten. 
Ich Melt*, es von.Inion* am;>imd.cha5te* es egreft^zpeht/nerrte ir Tnteres* 
ee n.inserpr 3osellncbaft;f«ir ■faicchj‘04^..an der r .5|ji>;c9 5e T x eirdeu- 
vtig^b'ecoliriebenetriofctbiPaCoMiatentBtS^en wfl .(lsp,Gfl richt relun- 
3«ovi«t # ein* idx\clich,cej^a#trt«tikve^juni 50J.it jep*- re\rtr*lere 
Sp±tdet'siv-B6nafT e iunafir(ia^ifcW*‘H^8ere5c^?\pide.;nio'rt ir die hen- ■ 
>± A j ^ aaAMQbA^?o;Uti*0qftf4Efla£ p atJ.0a ^:^ __ 

Miegtr to: der Saclidi T)cl& j aborCjfi ir $;• p ojjt 4 ;wer if.er ; fest^ele^te ; 

'Spit se*, vox .alleauavohibei tor Kitt e lb 9 sahaf-fui^- \m({ , d ?. nit f*jr eine<; 
umfassende Itar-^iftoebge t: deiodnf ) s&>en.« > g^.cH?e rr ^pgi ichkeiten bieteriVv 
. iram/ir.t Jrebenao selbBtverst&idliqb , ft i ex- 1 i e^t . . df r diitt e Grund */ •* 
fiJr oeinen;: jetaigen Htoktritt aqs d$r loityng.Ar Seisorten daxf :&;$] 
dd cifisckeMtfcbt* . bo \ otk crn^Stw icVi et zt vom: A^t ^Is- : at ellvertre-ip 
te^a^Torsit tender 7utviek^P5teikonopt ^r^?^ti^.ypx : dex C-enexal^sg* 
vexBamm.1nng eine hoffentli^.aeid^neohBftei^.e^JucBjracbe dartfber^‘^ 
in G2.2x.wem |wn in Zulrunft die ^ilnrun^: dor Geselleonaft libortxa-^ 7 '' 
£^xL6oii,B2j2.ioh «ei:’irXiOhi#»llSr ^^ie‘ / (^e-.ere^erflaInl^nrl3 dcs 
wttnsohiiberelt bin. in . Toxctanii^od^r ^oirJ^t. . pJs ( . ^ ewphnli ohes 
jlledp in :helf en^atnd .Xot®r.-\ an ' ich aus4xilo}i^Lich erklgr- . ^ 

ren. ».te ir.* J ae*Ktf. v ‘i» (> ,./:. tt.. C . . i:-.- 

. . :• cac r:v l-Je-j. ••; j.,-. -; * ?h“ 

4. v - 'Meit»nj obit ojRi wb et)97x.efi*4vf n-„ gegpn.^bf y : ; v/er^o . iphi be i den zn v ^ii 
exwwr.tj*iidett, EUakira^W'-^iwe* fiftpktyitft.- ^tn^iW^Ptt^erlaKbxmg-. , :J;3 
bJsprtbadefltolcliuhe^e nichti: :dp^ajb ietoiren Zeit'-Wi 

veil: rich e^^s.gftllsJien ^ecpr«o^en^ 
nit] bWaaeAiJMieii- Keafr^ottol^te^tf^aie ich irJig^ichqt vermeiden 
triia|*a$,oWLen' .4er;.yorei^4viafi^?l>x*.ax wd«pe^.<^te^itigen Uber^di^i 
Exititiejcltaag dert Ggf e^tteha^-bfttrjRilB^ icii.vc v 

•j‘ .’»ev?ii*. ,{ *;■•' -uv jo * .*:! • i' 7 . \ 

■ l}'% r. - : ' /»» : 
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